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should be retained by the states remains an issue as contentious today as it was at our 
nation’s founding. States have also continued to become more involved in the day-to-
day lives of their citizens. Nevertheless, state constitutions vary greatly in their length 
and specificity, the amount of power they confer to each branch of government, and the 
structure of their state judiciary, among other things.

TEXAS CONSTITUTIONS

exas’s constitutions, including the current document, reflect its experiences as 
a province of Spain and later Mexico. For almost three centuries, Texas was 
part of the Spanish Empire, its population was relatively sparse, and no written 

constitution existed. This period of Spanish rule left an indelible mark on Texas law. In 
contrast to English common law, property rights for women were well defined under 
Spanish law and included the right to hold property, the right to half of all property 
accumulated during a marriage, and the right to manage their own financial affairs.10 In 
addition, Spanish law traditionally protected a debtor’s home and farming equipment 

  MAP 2.1   � The United States, 1837

The northern part of Mexico in 1837 extended across most of what is today the American Southwest and most of California.
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